


AliSTRAcrr 


Accordin',; to ri ua!!onv;ide survey, whcu mothers shop tor spring aiu' 
cJuthiiii; ior the'' r chiLdrcm, C3ase of care and duraliiliLy are their pr'hiK’' 
'iidorati ons , A blend of cotton ami poiyesler was tlie preCerrod fiber for i 
garments asked about in the '.urvey except imdcrpani^i and nJghtv;cur. Cot Jo 
vias preferred for these garments because It is cool, absorbent:, and fot' J -» 
comfortabJe next to the skin. A majority of the mothers are "very ini err* r. 
in flame-res Lstant clothing for their children and are willing to pay ('X-f »'■ 
for it. 


Keyt'tords: Consumer research, Children's clothing, fiber preferences. 
Natural fibers. Synthetic fibers. 


Use of trade names in this publication is for idontifi cation 
only and does not imply endorsement by the U.S. Department 
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PREFACE 


Mothers’ experiences, attitudes, and beliefs related to cotton and 
competing fibers in children's clothing worn primarily in warm weather were 
surveyed. The study also was designed to provide information on consumers' 
interest in the availability of flame-retardant garments for children. Such 
information will provide guidelines in planning, developing, and maintaining 
research, education, and promotion programs for natural fibers. 

The information herein originated as one of a group of studies conducted 
by the Sample Survey Research Branch, Research Division, Statistical Reporting 
Service (SRS) . 

The study was planned under the general direction of Norman Beller, SRS. 
Advice was provided in the planning stage by subject matter specialists in 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) , the National Cotton Council of 
America, and the Office of Flammable Fabrics of the National Bureau of Stan- 
dards. The data on which this report is based were collected by Response 
Analysis Corporation of Princeton, N.J., under contract with USDA. 

On April 29, 1973, the Market Research Section of the Sample Survey 
Research Branch was transferred to USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) . 
Hence, the final report was prepared under the auspices of Consumer Surveys, 
National Economic Analysis Division, ERS. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


When mothers shop for warm weather clothing for children aged 2-13, they 
look for garments that are machine washable, do not have to be ironed, will 
keep their shape, and, in the case of nightwear, feel comfortable. More than 
two-thirds of those interviewed in a nationwide sample survey during January- 
March 1973 indicated that they had problems in purchasing clothes for their 
boys and girls. A majority also indicated that clothing labels do not show 
the kinds of information which interest them most — shrinkage, flammability, 
and instructions on how to care for the garment. 

More than three-fourths of the mothers said they were very interested in 
having children’s clothing treated to be flame resistant and were willing to 
pay extra for this feature. Only about a third said they had seen 
flame-resistant clothing, primarily nightwear, in stores. 

Most mothers interviewed said their daughters wear dresses in warm weather, 
but more often wear dungarees, slacks, and shorts. The preferred fiber for 
these garments, as well as for tops and blouses, is a blend of cotton and poly- 
ester, primarily because it requires no ironing. For nightwear and underpants, 
all cotton is preferred because it is cool, absorbent, soft, and long lasting. 

Mothers of boys reported a preference for dungarees, sport shirts, and 
slacks made of a blend of cotton and polyester because it requires little or 
no ironing, is long lasting, and is neat looking. All cotton was preferred 
for boys’ pajamas because it is cool, absorbent, soft, long lasting, and easy 
to wash, 

A durable or permanent press finish was highly regarded by most respon- 
dents for both boys' and girls’ wear. Preference for knit or woven garments 
varied according to the garment being considered. However, knits were generally 
liked because they look nice and require little or no ironing; woven garments, 
because they are long lasting and hold their shape. 

When questioned about their awareness and use of specific fibers in 
children's clothing, the mothers most often cited (in order of mention) cotton, 
polyester, cotton and polyester blend, wool, and nylon. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Use of manmade fibers in the United States continues to increase, 
particularly in the production of children's clothing. There is also growing 
concern about the relative safety of both manmade and natural fibers used in 
children’s wearing apparel. This has made it necessary to update the existing 
evaluation of markets for natural fibers compared with synthetic fibers and 
also to ascertain the extent of consumers' concern about flameproofing 
children's clothing. 

The findings reported here are based on 2,161 personal interviews conducted 
during January-March 1973 among a probability sample of mothers with children 
under age 14 living in private households in the conterminous United States. 

The eligible respondent in the household was the mother or the person with pri- 
mary responsibility for selecting the children's clothing. This definition 
permitted some male respondents to be included in the study. For reporting 
convenience, however, the term "mother" is used here to refer to all respon- 
dents regardless of sex. A complete description of the sampling procedure used 
and the estimates of sampling error for the survey are presented in the appendix. 

Visual aids wore used for all questions about fibers. These were cards 
which listed trademarks and other generic names — polyester (Dacron, Kodel) and 
acrylic (Orion, Acrilan) , for example. 

The report concentrated on those results that appeared to contribute most 
to an understanding of mothers' opinions about subject areas covered in this 
study. Consequently, responses to some questions have not been discussed. 
References in parentheses are to the numbered questions in the questionnaire 
and to the tabulations which summarize answers. Tabulations of the questions 
are in the appendix following the description of the sample. (Not all questions 
are shown in tabular form.) 

Findings by background characteristics are solely descriptive in nature. 

The reader is cautioned against assigning any cause-and-effect relationship 
from those results. Highly interrelated personal characteristics, such as age, 



INTEREST AND ATTITUDES TOWARD CHILDREN'S CLOTHING 

Girls W6r6 roportsd to b© "vory intorGStod" in then* clothing more often 
than boys. They were also more likely to accompany thoir mothers to shop for 
clothing As a result girls probably had more influence than boys on the kindj 
of clothing selected for them. Both boys and girls in the 6-13 age groups were 
more likely to be "very interested" and also to have "more say" in the kinds oi 
clothing selected for them than were younger children. 

The following tabulation summarizes children's interest in their clothing: 

Girls Boys 


Very interested in clothes 
Quite a bit of say in kinds of 
clothes purchased 
Usually go shopping with mother 


2-5 6-10 11-13 2-5 6-10 11-13 

Percent 


57 

68 

74 

28 

40 

54 

29 

59 

72 

20 

41 

60 

49 

52 

68 

41 

34 

53 




(Questions 

2-4, 

17-19) 


Mothers were asked to indicate from a list what characteristics or quali- 
ties would be important to them in purchasing selected spring and summer 
clothing for their children. Wlien shopping for boys or girls thoir prime 
considerations were whether the garment was "machine washable," "does not have 
to be ironed," "keeps its shape," and in the case of nightwear "fools comfor- 
table on the skin." When questioned as to what they thought would bo most 
important from the point of view of their boys and girls, "attractive color" 
and "feels comfortable on the skin" were the only characteristics, regardless 
of garment, cited by any sizable proportion of mothers. 

(Questions 15, 16, 30, 31) 


A majority of the mothers interviewed indicated that they had oncountorod 
problems in shopping for their 2- to 13-yeax-old girls and boys. However, 
getting the proper size or fit was the only problem mentioned by any sizable 
proportion of them, The following tabulation shows the percentage of all 
mothers who had problems in buying their 2- to 13-year-old children's clothing 
and summarizes those problems: 



Mothers 

o£ 

girls 


Mothers 

of 

boys 



— 

Percent-- 


— 

Had no problems 


30 


32 

Had problems 


70 


68 

General size problem 

19 


20 


Clothing for tall or thin child 

13 


14 


Limited style selection 

12 


15 


Price of clothing 

11 
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(Questions 5, 20) 


When questioned directly on whether the labels in children’s clothing 
contained the kinds of information they were interested in, more than half of 
the mothers interviewed said they did not. They were principally interested 
in information on flammability and shrinkage as well as instructions on how to 
care for the garment . 


(Questions 36, 37) 


Most mothers said they were ’’very interested" in having children’s clothing 
treated to be flame resistant, and were willing to pay extra for this feature. 
Only about a tenth said they were not interested in flame-resistant children's 
clothing. 

Flame-resistant clothing, primarily nightwear, had been seen in the stores 
by only about a third of the mothers interviewed. Ij However, about two-fifths 
of the mothers who said they were "very interested" in flame-resistant clothing 
thought that all children's clothing should be so treated, with an additional 
two-fifths mentioning nightwear specifically. 


(Questions 41-46) 


When presented with a list of fibers and blends and asked which flamed 
easily and which did not, the largest proportion of all respondents selected 
100 percent rayon and 100 percent synthetic, such as nylon and polyester, as 
those that did flame easily and 100 percent cotton and 100 percent wool .as 
those that did not . 

(Questions 39, 40) 


V On July 29, 1972 (about 6 months prior to interviewing), all children’s 
sleepwear sold through size 6X had to be flame resistant or labeled to show it 
was not flame resistant. By July 29, 1973, all sleepwear through 6X offered 
for sale had to meet Federal standards for flame resistance. 
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A majority of the mothers interviewed reported that in the spring and 
summer their girls had worn dungarees or jeans made mainly of all cotton, or . 
blend of cotton and polyester. The preferred fiber for these garments was a 
blend of cotton and polyester, primarily because it required little or no 
ironing. Woven dungarees were favored over knit because they were "durable, 
"hold their shape," and do not snag or run. 

Slacks, shorts 


Nearly everyone interviewed reported that their girls wore slacks and 
shorts. Fiber use and preference paralleled that of dungarees. While knit 
was the preferred weave of most respondents because it "moves with the body," 
"requires little or no ironing," and "looks nice and neat," sizable proportioi 
also indicated that they preferred woven slacks or shorts because they were 
"long lasting," "hold their shape," and "don’t pick or run." 

Tops or blouses 

Tops or blouses, made principally of a blend of cotton and polyester or 
all cotton, were universally worn by girls aged 2-13. A blend of cotton and 
polyester was preferred by the largest proportion of mothers for their girls 
because it requires little or no ironing. Knit tops and blouses were favored 
over woven also because they require "little or no ironing" and because they 
"move with the body," However, about a third of the respondents said that 
either knit or woven tops were acceptable. 

Dresses 


A majority of the mothers reported that their girls wore dresses in the 
spring and summer although they were not as popular as most of the garments 
asked about. Fiber use and preference paralleled that of tops and blouses. 
About a third indicated that they had no preference for either knit or woven 
dresses. However, when a preference was indicated, woven was clearly the 
choice, mainly because it "holds its shape," 

Underpants and nightwear 


Virtually every mother interviewed said that their 2- to 13-year-old gir: 
wore underpants and nightwear in the spring and summer. All cotton and all 
nylon were the leading fibers used for underpants. All cotton and a blend of 
cotton and polyester were the leading fibers used for nightwear. However, al] 
cotton was the preferred fiber for both types of garments because it is cool, 
absorbent, soft, and long lasting. 


(Questions 6-8, 10-13) 
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SUMMARY OF PURCHASE CRITERIA AMD PREFERENCES FOR GIRLS' APPAREL 


End use : Purchase criteria of-- 1/ ; 

Principal fibers used 

Dungarees or : Mothers Girls : 

joans : 1. Machine washable 1. Attractive colors 

2. Permanent press 2. Feels comfortable on : 

: 3. Does not have to be ironed skin 

: 4. Keeps its shape : 

1. All cotton 

2. Cotton and polyester 

blend 

Tops and blouses 

1. Machine washable 1. Attractive colors 

2. Permanent press 2, Feels comfortable on 

3. Keeps its shape skin 

4. Does not have to be ironed 

S- Feels comfortable on skin 

6. Does not wrinkle easily 

1. All cotton 

2. Cotton and polyester 

blend 

Drosses 

1, Machine washable 1. Attractive colors 

2^ Permanent press 2. Feels comfortable on 

3. Does not wrinkle easily skin 

4. Does not have to be ironed 

5. Keeps its shape 

1. Cotton and polyester 

blend 

2. All cotton 

3. All polyester 

Slacks or shorts 

1. Machine washable 1. Attractive colors 

2 , Permanent press 2. Feels comfortable on 

3. Does not have to be ironed skin 

4 , Keeps its shape 

1. Cotton and polyester 

blend 

2. All cotton 

Nightwear 

1, Machine washable 1- Feels comfortable on 

2, Feels comfortable on skin skin 

2 . Attractive colors 

1. All cotton 

2. Cotton and polyester 

blend 


Fiber 


NightwoAr 


All cotton ahead of 
cotton and polyester 
blend — 


Reasons for fiber preference 2 } 



preference 

Cotton 

Cotton and polyester blond 

Dungaroos or 
jonns 

Cotton and polyester 
blend ahead of all 
cotton 

1. Long lasting, 

durable 

2. Easy to wash 

1. Requires little or no 

ironing 

2. Long lasting, durable 

3. Easy to wash 

Tops and blouses 

Cotton and polyester 
blend ahead with all 
cotton and all polyester 
about oven 

1. hong lasting, 

durable 

2 . Cool, absorbent 

3. Easy to wash 

4. Looks nice, neat, 

dressy 

All polyester/ cotton and 
polyester blend 

1. Requires little or no 

ironing 

2 . Long lasting, durable 

3. Easy to wash 

4. Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Drosses 

Cotton and polyester 
blond ahead of all 
polyester 

All polyester 

1, Requires little or 

no ironing 

2, hooks nice, neat, 

dressy 

3, Easy to wash 

Cotton and polyester blend 

1. Requires little or no 

ironing 

2. Looks nice, neat, dressy 

3. Long lasting, durable 

Slacks or shorts 5 Cotton and polyester 

5 blend ahead of all 
* polyester 

1 , Requires little or 

no ironing 

2. Long lasting, durable 

Cotton 

1, Requires little or no 

ironing 

2, Long lasting, durable 

3, Easy to wash 


Cool, absorbent 
Soft, does not 

iri'itate 


ironing 

I nnrr in«?tincr . durable 


See footnotes at ond of table. 


Continued 
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preferred 

preferred 

preference V 

Dungarees or jeans 

Durable press 

Woven 

1. Long lasting, durable 

2. Holds its shape 

3. Doesn't snag or pull 

Tops and blouses 

Durable press 

Knit 

1. Requires little or no ii’Qtilng 

2. Flexible, moves with tho body 

3. Looks nice, neat 

Dresses 

Durable press 

Woven 

1. Looks nice, neat, dressy 

2. Holds its shape 

Slacks or shorts 

Durable press 

Knit 

1. Flexible, moves with tho body 

2. Looks nico, iioot, drossy 

3. Requires little or no ironing 

4. Long lasting, durable 


y Montioned by at least 55 percent of the respondents in order of mention. 
2J Mentioned by at least 20 percent of the respondents in order of mention. 



Durable press 

Regardless of the garment asked about, durable or permanent press finish 
was preferred by most of the respondents for girls* wear. 


(Question 14) 


Boys' Clothing 


Fiber use and preference 

Nearly every mother reported that their boys 2- to 13-years-old had worn 
dungarees, sport shirts, slacks, and pajamas in the spring and stiminer. All 
cotton and a blend of cotton and polyester were the major fibers used for all 
four garments. A blend of cotton and polyester was the fiber preferred by 
mothers for dungarees, sport shirts, and slacks, principally because it requires 
little or no ironing, is long lasting, and looks neat, All cotton was the pre- 
ferred fiber for boys’ pajamas because it is cool, absorbent,, long lasting, 
and easy to wash. 


(Questions 21, 22, 25, 26) 


Weave use and preference 

Mothers were questioned on their use of, and preference for, woven and 
knit weaves in the various boys’ garments asked about in this study. While 
a clear majority indicated that their boys owned woven dungarees, sport shirts, 
slacks, and pajamas that they wore in the spring and summer, sizable propor- 
tions also said that they owned these garments in a knit weave. Woven was 
clearly preferred for dungarees. Although the largest proportion favored woven 
slacks and shorts, a sizable number also said they preferred knit slacks and 
shorts. Mothers were about equally divided as to their preference for knit or 
woven sport shirts, with about the same proportions indicating they preferred 
knit or woven as said they had no preference at all. 

The reasons given for preferring these weaves were the same regardless of 
the garment asked about. Woven was preferred because it is long lasting, holds 
its shape, and does not pick or snag, while knits look nice and neat, require 
little or no ironing, and move with the body. 


(Questions 23, 27, 28) 


Durable press 

For all boys’ garments included in this study a durable press finish was 
both owned and preferred by a majority of the mothers interviewed. 

(Questions 24, 29) 
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SUMMARY OF PURCHASE CRITERIA AND PREFERENCES FOR BOYS' APPAREL 


End use 


Purchase criteria of- 

‘ y •• 

Principal fibers used 

Dungarees or 

: Mothers 

Boys : 

L. 

All cotton 

jeans 

•• 1. 

Machine washable 

1. 

Feels comfortable on 

2, 

Cotton and polyester 


; 2. 

Permanent press 


skin 


blend 


: 3. 

Does not have to be ironed 

2. 

Attractive colors 




: 4. 

Lasts a long time 






: 5. 

Keeps its shape 





Slacks or short 

; 1. 

Machine wasJiable 

1. 

Feels comfortable on 

1. 

Cotton and polyester 

pants 

: 2. 

Permanent press 


skin 


blend 


: 3. 

Does not have to be ironed 

2. 

Attractive colors 

2. 

All cotton 


: 4. 

Lasts a long time 



3. 

All polyester 


: 5. 

Keeps its shape 





Sport shii’ts 

; 1. 

Machine washable 

1, 

Feels comfortable on 

1. 

Cotton and polyester 


; 2. 

Permanent press 


skin 


blend 


: 3. 

Does not have to be ironed 

2. 

Attractive colors 

2. 

All cotton 


: 4, 

Keeps its shape 






: 5, 

Feels comfortable on skin 





Pajamas 

: 1. 

Machine washable 

1. 

Feels comfortable on 

1. 

All cotton 


: 2. 

Feels comfortable on skin 


skin 

2. 

Cotton and polyester 




2. 

Attractive colors 


blend 


* Fiber 

1 preference 

Reasons for fiber preference 2/ 

Cotton 

Cotton and polyester blend 

Dungarees or : Cotton and polyester 

jeans ; blend ahead of all 

: cotton 

1. Long lasting, 

durable 

2. Easy to wash 

1. Requires little or no 

ironing 

2. Long lasting, durable 

3. Easy to wash 

Slacks or short : Cotton and polyester blend 
pants : ahead with all cotton and 

: all polyester about even 

1. Long lasting, 

durable 

2. Easy to wash 

Cotton and polyester blend/ 
all polyester 

1. Requires little or no 

ironing 

2. Long lasting, durable 

3. Looks nice, neat, dressy 

4. Easy to wash 

Sport shirts : Cotton and polyester 

: blend ahead of all 
; cotton 

1. Long lasting, 

durable 

2. Easy to wash 

3. Cool, absorbent 

Cotton and polyester blend 

1, Requires little or no 

ironing 

2, Long lasting, durable 

3, Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Pajamas : All cotton ahead of 

; cotton and polyester 
; blend 

1. Cool, absorbent 

2. Long lasting, 

durable 

1. Requires little or no 

ironing 

2. Long lasting, durable 


See footnotes at end of table. 


Continued 


8 


SUMMARY OF PURCHASE CRITERIA AND PREFERENCES FOR BOYS' APPAREL 


End use 

Finish 

preferred 

Weave 

preferred 

Reasons for weave 
preferences 

Dungarees or 
jeans 

Durable press 

Woven 

1. Long lasting, durable 

2. Holds its shape 

Slacks or short 
pants 

Durable press 

Woven 

1. Long lasting, durable 

2. Holds its shape 

Sport shirts 

Durable press 

Knit and woven about 
even 

Knit : Woven 

1. Requires little: 1. Holds its 

or no : shape 

ironing : 2. Looks nice, 

2. Looks nice, : neat 

neat : 3. Long lasting, 

: durable 

Pajamas 

Durable press 

SNiv:. : 

' ^ N '\ ' V ■ N 

.. ; 


1 / 

2 / 


Mentioned by at 
Mentioned by at 


least 55 percent 
least 20 percent 


of the respondents in order of mention, 
of the respondents in order of mention. 
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Diaper^ 

About a fourth of the mothers ^?^“^g®”hey''hL'^tised^for these children, 
age. When asked about the type of diaper ^ ^ ^ ^ disposable diapers, 

f^ajority of the mothers all motLrs reported tha 

ErsH-J" .t .."i". •" • 

service. 


AWARENESS AND USE OF SPECIFIC FIBERS IN CHILDREN'S CLOTHING 

Resnondents were presented with a card listing 15 "'ajor f^ers or blends 
used in clothing and aLed which they had heard of being used in children 
riothine The large majority of them said that they had heard o a ^ 
nine o/these fibers being used. In addition, comparable percentaps indicate 
havLg userfive ^f them in their children's clothing. Cotton, PO /ester a 
blend of cotton and polyester, wool, and nylon in that order were 
cited most often as the fibers mothers of children under 14 had 
also used in children's clothing. The following tabulation summarizes mothers 

awareness and use of the fibers asked about: 



Aware of in 
children* s clothing 

Used in 

children's clothing 



Cotton 

96 

93 

Polyester 

88 

79. 

Cotton and polyester 

86 

78 

Wool 

81 

63 

Nylon 

78 

62 

Cotton and rayon 

66 

41 

Acrylic 

65 

49 

Rayon 

62 

35 

Cotton and nylon 

61 

41 



(Questions 1, la) 


Attitudes Toward Four Major Fibers 

Having indicated their use of, and preference for, various fibers in 
specific children’s garments, mothers were then presented with a card which 
listed 16 pairs of attributes that might apply to the four major fibers used 
in children’s clothing; all cotton, all polyester, all nylon, and a blend of 
cotton and polyester, Fifteen pairs reflected both the negative and positive 
aspects of that attribute. Respondents were asked to select from this list 
those words or phrases that described their opinions about the four fibers or 
blends. It was anticipated that such a procedure would give further insight 
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into factors that might influence a mother's selection of garments made of 
these fibers. 

A blend of cotton and polyester and all polyester were perceived somewhat 
similarly by mothers. More than half selected nine of the same positive 
characteristics as attributes of these fibers. On the other hand, all nylon 
and all cotton were cited by comparable proportions on less than five of the 
positive attributes. Few respondents attributed any negative characteristics 
to a blend of cotton and polyester or all polyester. However, both all cotton 
and all nylon had a negative connotation to the mothers. All cotton has to be 
ironed and wrinkles easily; all nylon clings, is not easily altered, and bursts 
into flame easily, according to the mothers interviewed on this survey. The 
following tabulation is a summary of both positive and negative characteristics 
attributed to these fibers; 

Cotton and 

polyester Polyester Cotton Nylon 

Percent--^ 


Positive attributes: 


Machine washable 

83 

78 

80 

54 

Has permanent press finish 

64 

59 

21 

20 

Feels comfortable on skin 

63 

53 

60 

38 

Does not have to be ironed 

63 

68 

12 

44 

Keeps its shape 

Comes in attractive colors 

62 

58 

37 

32 

and designs 

61 

58 

56 

37 

Lasts a long time 

60 

55 

58 

38 

Does not wrinkle easily 

56 

61 

9 

35 

Dries fast 

53 

57 

29 

66 

Negative attributes: 





Clings 

5 

13 

4 

59 

Has to be ironed 

6 

3 

50 

10 

Wrinkles easily 

Not easily altered or 

5 

3 

50 

15 

mended 

5 

8 

2 

27 

Bursts into flame easily 

3 

5 

7 

22 




(Question 35) 

Perception 

of a Cotton 

Blend 2/ 




To ascertain what percentage of cotton is needed in the fabric of a garment 
for it to be considered cotton rather than a blend, five cards, each containing 
one of the following statements, were presented to the respondents: 


2/ An analysis of the results of the rotation method used in presenting 
this question is in the appendix. 
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1. S0% or less cotton, 50% or more some other fiber 

2. 60% cotton, 40% some other fiber 

3. 70% cotton, 30% some other fiber 

4. 80% cotton, 20% some other fiber 

5. 90% cotton, 10% some other fiber 

Each respondent was asked to indicate for each combination whether she 
considered it cotton or a blend. According to the majority of the mothers 
interviewed in the study, a blend of cotton and some other fiber must be at 
least 90 percent cotton to be considered cotton and not a blend. The following 
tabulation summarizes the results of this question: 


50 percent or less cotton and 

50 percent or more some other 

All cotton 

Blend 

•--Percent— 

Don’t know 

fiber 

5 

90 

5 

60 percent cotton 

18 

77 

5 

70 percent cotton 

30 

65 

5 

SO percent cotton 

45 

SO 

5 

90 percent cotton 

Cases (2,161) 

57 

39 

4 


(Question 38) 


APPENDIX 

Sample Design 

The 2,161 persons interviewed in this study were a sample of persons 
mainly responsible for selecting clothing for children, under age 14, living 
in private households in the United States, excluding Alaska and Hawaii. 

Sampling Method 

Multistage stratified area probability sampling procedures were used in 
the selection of this sample. Sample locations, households, and specific 
Tviduals to be interviewed were specified by the- sampling plan and by 
'''it instructions to the interviewer. The sequence of steps used in the 
sample included: (1) Selection of a national sample of 
stratified by geographic region, type of community, and other 
'teristics, (2) selection of 420 interviewing locations, (3) 
sample segment in each interviewing location, and 
households to determine whether there were children 


, ui rne conterminous United States was first divided into 
approximately 1,140 primary sampling units (PSU's). Each PSU is a well-defined 
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geographic unit, usually a county or a group of counties with a minimum 
population of 50,000 in 1973, and are of two general types, metropolitan areas 
or parts of metropolitan areas, and other areas. Thirty-eight large PSU's 
were included in the sample as self-representing primary areas. These included 
the 25 largest metropolitan areas in the United States. All other PSU’s were 
grouped into 65 strata, with an average stratum population of approximately 2 
million persons in 1970, One PSU was selected with probability proportionate 
to population size from each of the 65 strata that included two or more PSU’s. 

Each of the 103 primary areas (38 selected as self -representing areas, 
plus 65 selected as a result of the stratification procedure) was a relatively 
heterogeneous area. Most included city, town, suburban, and rural residents. 
Some are primarily small town or rural areas but are several counties in size. 
Within the 103 primary areas, 600 secondary areas were selected. Secondary 
areas in the sample were areas of approximately 2,500 population in 1970. 

These units were selected with probability proportionate to population size. 

A subsample of 420 interviewing locations was selected. For all inter- 
viewing locations selected, trained interviewers made rough field counts, 
usually in segments of about 10 to 25 housing units, and divided block groups 
and enumeration districts into administratively convenient survey units. 

Detailed maps, instructions, and count sheets were provided for these assign- 
ments. Segments were clearly defined geographic units bounded by streets, 
roads, streams, or other landmarks, or by specific starting and stopping 
addresses. 

Probability procedures were used to select one or more segments, including 
a total of approximately 20 housing units, for each interviewing location. 

Only those households with children under 14 years of age were eligible 
for interviewing. The respondent in each eligible household was the child's 
(or children's) mother. If she was permanently absent from the household, 
the person with primary responsibility for selecting the child's (or children's) 
clothing was the respondent. 

Interviewers were not permitted to make any substitutions of sample 
households or of respondents within households, 

A total of 7,772 occupied dwelling units were designated as part of the 
initial survey sample. Of these, an estimated 2,561 (33 percent) included one 
or more children under age 14 and were eligible for the study. 

These 2,561 eligible dwelling units consisted of 2,725 eligible families 
and yielded 2,161 completed interviews. A differential callback procedure 
was used wherein a minimum of four attempts were made in urban areas and three 
attempts in rural areas. Additional calls were made in some areas if it 
appeared possible to obtain an interview. These efforts resulted in 2,161 
interviews or an overall completion rate of 79 percent. The table below shows 
the completion rate based on the 2,725 el-igible families: 
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Community size 



Total 


Metropolitan 

Urban 

Rural 


No. 

Pet. 

No. 

Pet. 

No. 

Pet. 

No. 

Pci 

Total eligible 
families 

Interview completed 
Interview not 

2,725 

2,161 

100 

79 

1,158 

845 

100 

73 

1,062 

889 

100 

84 

505 

427 

IOC 

8B 


78 


completed 

564 

21 

313 

27 

173 

16 

Not at home 

108 

4 

67 

6 

32 

3 

9 

2 

Refused 

263 

10 

154 

13 

88 

8 

21 

4 

Other 

193 

7 

92 

8 

53 

5 

48 

9 


Sampling limitations 

The findings are presented as summaries of the statements made by the 
mothers and are subject to any errors they made in reporting their opinions a 
attitudes. It is especially important to keep this factor in mind in analyzi] 
data on fiber experience and preference, since difficulties with fiber identi 
fication have some influence on the validity of respondents' statements. Inai 
vertent misstatements may have occurred because of oversights, lack of 
information, or confusion about fiber content. There are many kinds and fibea 
combinations on the market, and problems of identification may have arisen frc 
the use of descriptive or brand names for a product. Furthermore, children *.s 
clothing items made of such mixtures as polyester and cotton may have been 
identified as either polyester or cotton. There also may have been confusion 
among such fibers as acrylic, polyester, and nylon. However, since this study 
was not intended to provide estimates of fiber consumption but rather to colle 
data about the attitudes and impressions mothers hold toward the various fiber 
the statements made were accepted as given. 

Sampling Tolerances 


The extent to which sample results may differ from true figures for the 
population depends on a number of factors. Chief among these are the size of 
ne s^pie and the size of the reported survey percentages. The size of 

affected by the way in which PSU's ar^ defined 
malitidfnf the number of sample areas and sample segments. The possible 
hails ?fthf iibuLtlTbel^f fluctuations is estimated on an approximate 
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Approximate sampling tolerances 


• percentages 
around-- 

Total 

sample 

Size 

of subgroup 

sample 



2,161 

1,000 

8QQ 

6Q0 

400 

2QQ 




Percent- 



— 

50 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

9 

40-60 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

8 

30-70 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

8 

20-80 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

7 

10-90 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 


The chances are approximately 95 in 100 that the survey result does not 
vary, plus or minus, by more than the indicated amount from the result that 
would have been obtained had the same procedures been used to interview all 
mothers with children under 14 years old in the population. For example, 69 
percent of all mothers in the survey said that they are very interested in 
having children’s clothes treated to be flame resistant. The chances are 95 
in 100 that, had all mothers with children under 14 in the population been 
interviewed, the true percentage of those saying that they are very interested 
in flame-resistant clothing would be between 66 percent and 72 percent. The 
possible variation is larger for a subgroup than for the total sample because 
the number of interviews is less. 

This survey had a nonresponse rate of 21 percent. To the extent that the 
nonresponse group differs from those responding, the confidence limits as set 
forth in this section are understated. The confidence levels are correct and 
valid if the assumption is made that there is no measurable difference between 
respondents and nonrespondents. 

Rotation Techniques 

To minimize the response bias that might develop in answering questions 
where long lists of fibers and statements relating to fibers were presented, 
several rotation techniques were used, For questions 1, 15, 16, 30, and 31, 
three exhibit cards were designed, each of which listed the items in a different 
order of presentation. Each card was shown to about one-third of the 
respondents. 

In addition to exhibit card rotation, on question 35, the four fibers 
asked about were rotated. This technique resulted in four versions of the 
questionnaire, with each fiber having an equal chance of being first in line 
of questioning. An analysis of the results of this question, both by each 
form and the total of all four forms, showed that the order in which the fiber 
was asked about had no effect on the kinds of statements selected to 
characterize it. 
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To minimize the response bias that might develop in answering question 3 
half of the respondents were shown the exhibit card "50% or less cotton . . . 
first and the "90% cotton ..." card last. The other half of the respondent 
were shown these cards in reverse order. An analysis of this question in ord 
of presentation showed that a response set did develop, Those respondents wh 
saw the "50% or less cotton ..." card first were more likely to consider th 
60-40 and 70-30 combinations as all cotton than those who were presented the 
"90% cotton ..." card first. The cards were as follows: 

1. 50% or less cotton, 50% or more some other fiber. 

2. 60% cotton, 40% some other fiber. 

3. 70% cotton, 30% some other fiber. 

4. 80% cotton, 20% some other fiber. 

5. 90% cotton, 10% some other fiber. 

Child Selection Card 

To minimize the "burden to the interviewer" and yet have a valid sample, 
an interviewing procedure was devised which provided for the random selection 
of the girl or boy about which specific questions would be asked. For example 
in a household with two or more girls aged 2-13, one girl would be selected 
as the subject of specific questions on garment use, preference, etc. This w£ 
accomplished by assigning each child a number, starting with 1 for the oldest, 
2 for the next oldest, and so on. This was done for boys and girls separately 
After each child was assigned a number, the interviewer referred to the "Child 
Selection Form" as follows: 

If there were two girls aged 2-13 in the household, the interviewer would 
go to the first line and conduct the interview about girl number 2. The first 
line would then be crossed out so that it could not be used again. For the 
next interview the second line would be used. 

Child Selection Form 


2 

3 

4 

5 

: 6 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

6 

1 i 

2 

1 

2 

4 
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The same procedure was followed to decide which boy would be selected as 
the subject of the specific questions in the interview. 

Weighting 

Weights were applied to the data resulting from the sections of the 
questionnaire that were directed at specific boys or girls. This made it 
possible to make those data representative of all girls or boys in the United 
States. Weights were equal to the number of qhildren within a particular age 
and sex group in the sample household. 

Explanation Of Tables 


Tables are presented in the order in which questions were asked of 
respondents. The exact wording of the question, probes excluded, is used as 
the table heading; however, in some instances it is abbreviated. Tables are 
identified by the numbers of the questions on which ‘they are based. 

Percentages may add to more than 100 because some respondents gave more 
than one answer to certain questions. 

The tabulations based on questions relating to specific girls and boys 
were percentaged on weighted totals. However, the actual number of cases is 
shown on the tables. Tabulations based on general attitude questions were not 
percentaged on weighted totals. 

Respondents were asked to indicate total annual family income before taxes 
for 1972 and then classified in approximately equal-sized groups as follows: 


Group 

Income 

Families reporting 

Lower 

Under ,$8,000 

543 

Midd] 6 

$8,000-$12,999 

644 

Upper 

$13,000 and over 

693 


A total of 281 respondents did not answer the income question. 

Respondents were also classified according to age, education, region, and 
community size. 
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have heard of being used in children's clothing. 
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*Less than 1 percent. 
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Question 2: "Would you say she is very interested, fairly interested, or not veiy inteie->i.«u 

(or make^ for her’" 




Very 

Fairly 

Hot very 

Don't 


Cases 

interested 

Interested 

interested 

know 







All mothers of girls 2-13 

1,334 

06 

21 

13 

* 

Age oi girl 






2-S 

456 

57 

24 

18 

1 

&-10 

4QS 

6S 

21 

11 

* 

n-13 

383 

74 

17 

9 

if 

Community size; 






Metropolitan 

544 

65 

22 

13 

k 

Urban 

536 

67 

20 

12 

1 

Rural 

254 

65 

20 

IS 


Pamlly income: 






Lower 

323 

66 

18 

16 

* 

Middle 

390 

66 

22 

12 

* 

Upper 

460 

70 

20 

9 

1 

*Lo 5S than 1 percent. 


Question 3: "All in all, how much 

say does she have 

in what kinds 

of clothes you get (or make) for her . . . 




Quito 

Only a 

No say 

Not 


Cases 

a bit 

1 ittle 

at all 

sure 




tv .. 



All mothers of girls 2-13 

1,334 

S3 

31 

15 

1 

Age of girl: 






2-S 

456 

29 

36 

34 

1 

6-10 

495 

59 

34 

7 

A 

11-13 

383 

72 

23 

4 

1 

Community size: 






llotropolitan 

544 

53 

33 

13 

1 

Urban 

536 

53 

30 

16 

1 

Rural 

254 

52 

32 

16 


Tamily income’ 






Lower 

323 

48 

31 

20 

1 

Middle 

390 

54 

32 

14 

A 

Upper 

460 

59 

30 

10 

1 

♦Less than 1 percent. 


Question 4: "(low often 

does she go 

shopping with you to 

select her clothes . . ?" 




Cases 

Usually 

Occasionally 

Infrequently 

Not 
at all 


Number 










All mothers of girls 

age 2-13 

1,334 

56 

25 

15 

6 

Ago of girl: 

2-S 

456 

49 

23 

18 

10 

6-10 

495 

52 

29 

14 

5 

11-13 

383 

68 

22 

6 

4 

Community size: 

Metropolitan 

S44 

58 

21 

15 

6 

Urban 

536 

55 

26 

13 

6 

Rural 

254 

56 

28 

B 

8 

Family income: 

Lower 

323 

52 

23 

16 

9 

Middle 

390 

59 

26 

10 

5 

Upper 

460 

59 

24 

12 

5 
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Question 5: "What problems, if any, have you had in snoppiu^ 
her?" 


Age of girl 


All 

1 mothers of girl 
age 2-13 

s 

2-5 

6-10 

11-13 







No problems 

30 

37 

32 

18 

Problems; 

Size problems (general) 

70 

19 

63 

18 

68 

18 

82 

20 

Clothes for tall or thin child 

13 

11 

14 

15 

Limited style selections/ 
finding the right style 

12 

11 

11 

15 

Clothing is expensive 

11 

11 

9 

12 

Sizes don’t run true/size 
inconsistencies 

6 

7 

6 


Clothes for husky child 

5 

2 

7 


Clothes for pre-teens 

4 

- 

1 

1 

Child is too short and/or 
small 

4 

4 

4 


Clothes that are not durable 

4 

3 

5 


Poor workmanship 

4 

5 

4 


Parent /chi Id disagreement on 
styles 

3 

1 

2 


Concern with potential 
shrinkage 

3 

3 

3 


Fabrics that irritate 

1 

1 

1 


All other mentions 

2 

3 

3 


Not ascertained 

2 

2 

2 







Cases 

1,334 

ixUliiuQir 

456 

495 
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Question 6! 


. . Please tell me which clothing Items 


wore this past spring and 


ST'.'er ’• 


Cases 


Number 


All mothers of girls 2-13 

1 ,334 

Age of girl! 

2-5 

456 

6-10 

495 

11-13 

383 

Community sizo: 

Metropolitan 

544 

Urban 

536 

Rural 

254 

Parally income: 

Lower 

323 

Middle 

390 

Upper 

460 

Region { 

Northeast 

315 

North Central 

391 

South 

439 

West 

189 


(girl ' s name) 


uungarees 
or jenns 

S 1 acks 

Shorts Or 
hot cants 

Tops or 
blouses 

Dresses 

Under- 

Pants 

fr 34 , 4 - 4 ? , - 

60 

73 

95 

98 

86 

93 

'j*" 

46 

58 

78 

76 

72 

73 

95 

96 

95 

96 

98 

99 

91 

86 

82 

95 

53 

92 

9s 

4b 

97 

62 

55 

65 

75 

73 

69 

96 

95 

94 

99 

97 

98 

87 

85 

89 

98 

97 

95 

r 

kb 

&r 

57 

56 

64 

68 

7S 

74 

93 

96 

95 

97 

98 

98 

80 

86 

89 

95 

98 

93 

57 

92 

64 

58 

54 

73 

83 

83 

63 

57 

96 

9S 

95 

96 

98 

99 

96 

98 

84, 

89 

86 

84 

97 

99 

96 

99 

95 

SH 

9t 

9: 


Question 7 1 " 
made of?" 


. . Whni fiUors or Cibor blonds on this list 
(Asked only of mothers who said their gtrls 


j "no summer aungurecs 

yore dungarees or jeans in the spring or^EioBte 


or 

) 



Cases 

Number 

All 

Polyester 

All 


cotton 

and cotton 

polyester 

All mothers of girls 2-13 

615 

67 

40 

11 

Ago of girl: 

2-5 

216 

64 

37 

9 

6-10 

297 

67 

40 

13 

11-13 

302 

69 

41 

11 

Ago of mother: 

Under 50 

221 

63 

34 

11 

30-39 

368 

68 

42 

10 

40 and over 

224 

68 

43 

14 

Puffllly income: 

Lower 

194 

66 

35 

12 

Middle 

720 

65 

38 

n 

Upper 

295 

66 

48 

12 

Bduention of mother: 

Leas than high school grndunto 

Z21 

67 

32 

13 

High school grndunto 

349 

65 

41 

10 

Some college or more 

226 

68 

47 

11 

legion: 

Northeast 

204 

60 

37 

7 

North Central 

227 

66 

41 

10 

South 

249 

68 

45 

18 

West 

13S 

68 

36 

5 

oOmmunlty size: 

Metropolitan 

349 

66 

42 

9 

Urban 

302 

68 

38 

12 

Rural 

164 

65 

37 

14 


Cotton All All r„-"’7 

^d nylon nylon acrylic Other 7 «. 

■-Percent 


2 1 


7 

5 

5 


I I 

3 3 

1 * 


9 

b 

4 


9 1 1 
2 2 1 
8 2 1 


6 

5 

5 


3 

I 

I 


2 


2 


9 

5 

5 


7 

5 

S 


3 1 ‘ 8 

I 1 - t, 

12-4 


4 

5 

6 
& 


1 I • D 

2 1-8 

3 1-5 

I - 5 


4 

6 

7 


1 I * •' 

2 2-5 

3 I - «) 


‘Less than 1 percontt 
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CoBimunity size: 

Metropolitan 533 
Urban 517 
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Community size: 

Metropolitan 532 
Urban 518 
Rural 246 
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tave both?" (Asked only of mothers who said 
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Metropolitan 533 
Urban 517 
Rural 238 
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Less than 1 percent. 



bO 


o> 

rC 

fJ 

x> 

•H 

rt 

(/> 

o 

w 

M 

o 

<-> 

o 

B 

‘H 

O 


M 


>C 

♦J 

o 

4) 

§ 

-C 

4) 


4) 


(N 

K> >5)- ■«»■ 


r«. to cs 
to 


^ cj to 
to '!4' 


M h« 

lO '!f to 


LO vO 
rj- '«?’«»• 


CO ■ 5 t 
^ 'Sf "t 


Tj- (M 0> 


10 l-H to 

(H I-I 

^ 'd- to 


«n to lO 
'£> 0^ 10 
to to fs 


O lO 00 

\0 to o 
CN) lO 


r». i-t lo 

to ^ 


iH 00 Ot O 

<«t to to 


to i-< 

<5j- -ej- to 


i-H to 

lO ’d’ ^ 


Ot t-H to to 
rj- ■'d' to 


to r; 3; 

Tt «d' "tt 


O to ot 


00 t>. ^ «et 


0 0 04 
Cfl rH 

rj to to 


CM to to CM 
\0 "Ct 00 lO 
rs to to r-t 


to O') 
to <N 

rt ^ f't 


4> 
fd 

i 

ti 

rH 
0 0)0 
O 4J h 




to 









< « 

r^ 2 2 





c 

1 r-t 









M 

0 3 6 















V 

to Tl 





n 

‘rt 









rC 

- ^ 





M ' 

b4 









+J 

-fi. b. O 





C5 










o 

DO DO 


H 



»|k4 

<44 




* * 



1 « 


B 

•H 4) 


<d 

4> c 



O 






u 

4) 



,C t-< DO 



N n 




• • 



4> 


4> 

e 


<44 

O O 


■p 

■H P 


to 

(0 

H 





> 

6 


o 

S 2 ^ 


P c 

to -H 

CO 






+J 

O 

o 

u 



« 43 rH 


<3 0 

tH 


4) 

4) 

•H 



O 

to 




13 

43 o q 


n U 

0 

a 

A 

.C 

DO 



B 


73 

«H 4> 


O 

P to o 


4) 

P Ph 

o 

4^ 

ft 



to 


h o\ 

C 

>H rH 

h 

•H 


t • 

.3 43 43 

-H P 3 rH 

•H 


o 

tH 

O 

rH 

<H 

« to 

n 

>> 4) nJ 

4) 

4-t 

to 43 4) 

3 

P P P P 

3 M n 3 


fl 

e 

o to 

IH 

\ 

O 

"O t 


rH S rd 


(d 

to DO 6 

O 

P M 3 to 

2 -P tl 

Vi 




1 

H 


c o 

o 

•H Q >H 


u 

0> >H O 

»rH 

o o o o 

1 o p 

4) 


i-t 

4> (sj vO 


4) 

a to 

tt 

§ S 


a 

rj a: w 

DO 

z a: w ^ 

B S D « 



r4 

DO 



DO 



3 


•a 




o 



< 

< 



< 



It. 


w 




u 


32 



testion 9: ’’Now we'd like to know about the finish of her spring and summer clothing. Does She have dungarees or jeans with a 
durable or permanent press finish, or without a durable press finish, or does she have both?” (Asked only of mothers who said 
their girls wore dungarees or jeans in the spring and summer.) 
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Less than 1 percent- 
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Community size: 

Metropolitan 349 
Urban 302 
Rural 164 
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Less than 1 percent. 



do you like best for her spring and summer tops or blouses?" (Asked only of mothers 
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Less than 1 percent 



Question 10: ”... Which one fiber or blend do you like best for her spring and summer dresses?” fAsiced only of mothers who 

said their girls vjore dresses in the spring and summer.) 
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*Less than 1 percent 
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that! 1 percent. 



Question 11: "Why do you prefer (fiber preferred) for hex dungarees or jeans?" (Asked only if 
reported a preference.) 


All mothers of girls 2-15 

Polyester 

and All All 

cotton cotton polyest^ 





— Percent — 


" " “ " 

Care and laundering 

79 


47 


78 


Requires little or no ironing 


53 


12 


53 

Easy to wash 


21 


26 


15 

Easy to care for (general) 


11 


9 


14 

Easy to dry 


5 


3 


3 

Easy to iron 


2 


3 


2 

Stains come out easily 


* 


1 



Performance, durability 

61 


71 


56 


Long lasting, durable, wears well 


45 


63 


35 ' 

Holds its shape 


10 


7 


16 

Does not wrinkle 


8 


* 


11 

Does not shrink 


6 


4 


2 

Colorfast 


4 


3 


9 

Resists stains 


1 


4 


2 

Does not snag, pick, pull, tear or run 


- 


1 



Appearance and style 

17 


6 


14 


Looks nice, neat, dressy 


17 


5 


14 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 


1 


* 


i 

Other appearance and style mentions 


* 


1 



Comfort and fit 

11 


20 


22 


Fits well 


4 


2 


13 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 


4 


5 


7 

Cool, absorbent 


2 


9 


- 

Comfortable (general) 


1 


3 


1 

Does not cling 


* 


1 


1 

Warm 




3 


1 

Economical 

2 


7 




Easy to mend/ sew 

- 


* 


1 


All other mentions 

* 


1 


- 


Don’t know /no answer 1/ 

3 


10 


2 





— Number 



'’ases 

422 


218 



96 


n 1 percent. 

les some respondents who said "don’t know, just like it." 
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Question lit "tVhy do you prefer (fiber preferred) for her slacks, shorts, or hot pants?" (Asked 
only if reported a preference.) 


All mothers of girls 2-13 


Polyester 

and 

cotton 


All 

polyester 


All 

cotton 


-Percent' 


Care and laundering 

82 


83 


53 


Requires little or no ironing 


59 


55 


10 

Easy to wash 


22 


19 


24 

Easy to care for (general) 


10 


17 


19 

Easy to dry 


6 


4 


3 

Easy to iron 


2 


1 


3 

Stains come out easily 


*■ 


* 


1 

Other care and laundering mentions 


* 


1 


1 

Performance, durability 

53 


47 


52 


Long lasting, durable, wears well 


34 


28 


43 

Holds its shape 


12 


13 


5 

Does not wrinkle 


9 


8 


1 

Colorfast 


5 


7 


3 

Does not shrink 


5 


4 


2 

Resists stains 


1 


1 


5 

Other performance and durability mentions 


* 


1 


2 

Appearance and style 

19 


20 


11 


Looks nice, neat, dressy 


19 


19 


10 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 


1 


1 


1 

Other appearance and style mentions 


1 


1 


"k 

Comfort and fit 

15 


23 


29 


Soft, feels good, does not irritate 


5 


2 


6 

Cool, absorbent 


5 


3 


20 

Pits well 


4 


17 


2 

Comfortable (general) 


2 


3 


1 

Does not cling 


1 


'* 


3 

Lightweight 


* 


1 



Warm 






2 

Economical 

1 


1 


8 


Easy to raend/sew 

* 


1 


- 


Don't know/no answer 1/ 

3 


2 


5 



-Number^" 


Cases 


589 


294 


194 


*Less than 1 percent. 

V Includes some respondents who said "don't know, just like it," 
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Question 11: "‘Vhy do you prefer (fiber preferred) for her tops or blouses?" (Asked only if 
reported a preference.) 

' — ' ' All mothers of girls 2-13 


Polyester 

and All A 

cotton polyester co 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 
Easy to iron 
Can be bleached 

Other care and laundering mentions 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

Holds Its shape 

Does not wrinkle 

Colorfast 

Does not shrink 

Resists stains 

Appearance and style 

looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Other appearance and style mentions 

Comfort and fit 

Cool, absorbent 

Soft, feels good, does not Irritate 
Fits well 

Comfortable (general) 

Does not cling 

Good for year-round wear 

Other comfort and fit mentions 

Economical 

Easy to mend/sew 

Don't know /no answer V 


Cases 


83 


58 

21 

13 

6 

2 


45 

23 

11 

10 

5 

5 

1 

24 

21 

4 


18 

7 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 


1 

2 


651 


Percent 

83 


60 

23 

11 

5 

2 


48 

25 

16 

9 

7 

5 

2 

24 

23 

I 


19 

4 

3 
9 

4 


1 

1 

Number - 

233 


Ai 


S 


2 


*Less than 1 percent. 

y Includes some respondents who said "don't know, just like it," 
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Question 11: "Why do you prefer (fiber preferred) for her dresses?" (Asked only if reported a 
preference . ) 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 
Easy to iron 
Can be starched 
Stains come out easily 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

Does not wrinkle 

Holds its shape 

Colorfast 

Does not shrink 

Resists stains 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Comfort and fit 

Cool, absorbent 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Fits well 

Comfortable (general) 

Does not cling 

Good for year-round wear 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don't know/no answer y 


Cases 


All mothers of girls 2-13 

Polyester 

and All All 

cotton polyester cotton 


79 


60 

19 

8 

4 
2 
* 

* 

42 

22 

11 

8 

5 
3 
1 

32 

28 

3 

13 

4 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 


1 

* 

6 


Percent - 
79 

53 

21 

13 
5 
1 

1 

43 

16 

17 

14 
9 
3 
1 

35 

32 

5 

11 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

■Number 


48 


12 

20 

10 

* 

3 

5 


30 

22 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

36 

33 

6 

25 


15 

6 

4 

1 

* 


5 

1 

10 


599 276 151 


*Less than 1 percent, 

y Includes some respondents who said "don't know, just like it." 
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Question U: "Why do you prefer (fiber preference) for her underpents?- CMked only If rcp,„ 

a preference.) 

“ “ ~ ~~ All mothoi’H of girls 2-13 


Comfort and fit 
Cool, absorbent 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Comfortable (general) 

Warm 

Does not cling 
Fits well 

Good for year-round wear 
Lightweight 

Other comfort and fit mentions 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

Holds its shape 

Colorfast 

Does not shrink 

Resists stains 

Does not wrinkle 

Care and laundering 

Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Requires little or no ironing 
Can be bleached 
Easy to dry 
Easy to iron 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 
Less transparent 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Economical 
Child prefers it 
Sanitary, healthier 
All other mentions 
Don't know/ no answer V 


Cases 


*Less than 1 percent. 

U Includes some respondents who said "don't 


Polyustor Cott 
All one 


cotton 

Nylon 

cotton 

m 



-Port’, out* 



51 

39 

34 


.■?7 

20 

7 


7 


19 

16 


17 


8 

9 


9 


5 

1 


1 


4 

1 


1 


3 

9 


2 


1 

I 


- 


* 

* 


1 


* 

* 


- 


44 

42 

53 


55 

40 

Tl 


40 

. 

3 

7 


10 


S 

3 


2 


1 

3 


3 


1 

5 


3 


1 

2 


4 


23 

32 

40 


21 

17 

18 


16 


3 

5 


9 


3 

2 


If) 


1 

m 


.♦ 


1 

13 


H 


1 

- 


1 


4 

IS 

9 


5 

2 

13 


8 


1 



- 


1 

2 


1 


3 

1 

1 


3 


1 



1 

1 

*• 

w 


- 

1 

1 

M 


1 

12 

13 

13 


14 











696 

298 


105 

102 


, just like it." 
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Question 11: 'Uflay do you prefer (fiber 
a preference.) 


preferred) for her nightwear?" 


(Asked only if reported 


All mothers of girls 2-13 


Polyester Cotton 
^11 and and 

ootton cotton nylon 


All 

nylon 


Comfort and fit 
Cool , absorbent 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Warm 

Comfortable (general) 

Does not cling 
Fits well 

Care and laundering 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to dry 
Easy to iron 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

It is not flammable 

Does not wrinkle 

Colorfnst 

Does not shrink 

IJolds its shape 

Resists stains 

Appearance and stylo 

hooks nice, neat, dressy 

Conies in pretty colors and patterns 

Other appearance and style mentions 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don't know/ no answer 'U 


Cases 


68 


Percent 


41 


52 51 


30 


16 


IS 


14 

22 


12 


18 


26 

IS 


5 


1 



13 


10 


IS 


13 

4 


1 


2 


3 

1 


1 


3 


2 


64 


46 


40 


15 


16 


21 


16 

7 


13 


14 


11 

7 


40 


17 


10 

1 


5 


4 


13 

* 


1 


1 


- 


34 


29 


21 


19 


22 


23 


19 

2 


- 





1 


9 


4 


1 

1 


1 


- 


2 

1 


2 


.. 


- 

* 


2 


7 


1 

* 


1 


- 


2 


16 


8 


21 


2 


15 


5 


16 

1 


2 


1 


2 

- 


- 


1 


3 


5 1 

1 

9 6 


2 

7 


1 

2 

12 


'Number- 


5S4 390 110 99 


*l,ess than 1 percent. 

1/ Includes some respondents who said "don't know, just like it," 
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Question 12: "Do you prefer knit or woven fabric for her spring and summer dungarees or jeans? (Asked only of 
mothers who said their girls wore dungarees or jeans in the spring and summer. 3 
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Question 12; ’»Do you prefer knit or woven fabric for her spring and suinincr dresses?” CAsked on!/ of mothers 
said their girls wore dresses in the spring and summer*) 
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Question 13: "Why do you prefer (knit/woven) fabric for her dungarees or jeans?" 
(Asked only if reported a preference.) 


Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 
Holds its shape 

Does not pick, snag, pull, or run 
Does not shrink 
Does not wrinkle 
Resists stains 

Other performance and durability mentions 
Care and laundering 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to dry 

Other care and laundering mentions 
Comfort and fit 
Fits well 

Cool, absorbent, absorbs moisture 
Does not cling 
Comfortable (general) 

Flexible, moves with the body 
Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Other comfort and fit mentions 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Other appearance and style mentions 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don't know/no answer 1/ 


All mothers of girls 2-1 
Woven Knit 


-Percent 


80 


43 

34 

20 

5 

2 

1 

1 


15 


8 

4 

3 

* 

1 


9 


4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


7 


4 

2 

1 


4 

1 

7 


47 


31 

li j 


43 


1 

1 

2 


50 


1 


12 


1 

Kt 

2 


Number 


429 


percent , 

ome respondents who said "don't know, just like it," 
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Question 13: "Why do you prefer (knit/woven) fabric for her slacks, shorts, or hot 
pants?" (Asked only if reported a preference.) 


All mothers of girls 2-13 
Knit Woven 


Comfort and fit 

Flexible, moves with the body 
Fits well 

Comfortable (general) 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Cool, absorbent, absorbs moisture 
Does not cling 
Warp 

Other comfort and fit mentions 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 

Other care and laundering mentions 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 
Holds its shape 
Does not wrinkle 
Does not shrink 

Does not pick, snag, pull, or run 
Other performance and durability mentions 


Percent 


51 


13 


28 

17 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 


1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 


44 


19 


23 

14 

14 

1 


5 

9 

5 

1 

2 


36 


73 


21 

14 

3 

1 

* 

* 


30 

44 

1 

4 

16 

1 


Appearance and style 28 9 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 25 8 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 3 1 

Other appearance and style mentions * 1 

Economical 1 4 

All other mentions 1 2 

Don't know/no answer V 5 9 

Humber 

Cases 553 390 


*Less than 1 percent, 

}J Includes some respondents who said "don't know, just like it," 
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Question 13: “Why do you prefer (knit/woven) fabric for her tops or blouses?" (^s 
only if reported a preference.) 

All mothers of — 


Knit 


Woven 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 

Stains come out easily 

Other care and laundering mentions 

Comfort and fit 

Flexible, moves with the body 
Fits well 

Comfortable (general) 

Cool, absorbent, absorbs moisture 
Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Does not cling 

Other comfort and fit mentions 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 
Holds its shape 
Does not wrinkle 
Does not shrink 

Does not pick, snag, pull, or run 
Other performance and durability mentions 


Percent - 


48 


21 


25 

15 

13 

3 

* 

1 


6 

7 

6 

1 

1 

2 


45 


19 


23 

14 

9 

3 

3 

* 

1 


* 

3 

2 

9 

I 

5 

1 


32 


59 


18 

13 

4 

1 

* 

* 


20 

38 

1 

4 

9 

1 


Appearance and style 


24 


22 


Looks nice, neat, dressy 20 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 4 


18 

4 


Economical 

All other mentions 

Don’t know/no answer V 


1 

2 

5 


5 

1 

9 


Number 


Cases 


523 


359 


*Less than 1 percent. 

1/ Includes some respondents who said “don’t know, just like it." 
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Question 13: "Why do you prefer (knit/woven) fabric for her dresses?" (Asked only 
if reported a preference.) 


All mothers of girls 2-13 
Woven Knit 


Percent 


Performance, durability 
Holds its shape 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 
Does not pick, snag, pull, or run 
Does not shrink 
Does not wrinkle 

Other performance and durability mentions 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Other appearance and style mentions 

Care and laundering 

Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Requires little or no ironing 
Irons nicely 
Can be starched 
Easy to dry 

Stains come out easily 
Comfort and fit 

Cool, absorbent, absorbs moisture 

Fits well 

Does not cling 

Lightweight 

Comfortable (general) 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Flexible, moves with the body 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don’t know/ no answer 


Cases 


48 


36 


29 

17 

7 

3 

1 

1 


11 

20 

2 

8 


38 


41 


30 35 

8 7 

1 


26 


54 


9 

8 

7 

3 

2 

* 


15 

18 

27 

* 

* 

3 

1 


16 


28 


8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

* 


1 

11 

1 

* 

4 

4 

11 


5 

1 

10 


1 

1 

6 


■Number 


482 


300 


*Less than 1 percent. 

y Includes some respondents who said "don’t know, just like it." 
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0 estion 15 and 16; "... Please tell me which of these would be most important to 

you in buying her dungarees, slacks, or shorts. "Now, we'd like you to think of 
these characteristics from (gii^l’s name) point of view. Please tell me which of 
these would be most important to her in spring and summer dungarees, slacks, or 
shorts." (Asked only of mothers who said their girls wore dungarees, slacks or 
shorts in the spring and summer ■ ) 

Characteristics 
most important to ; 



Mothers 

■-Percent--- 

Girls 

Machine washable 

85 


9 

Permanent press 

63 


9 

Does not have to be ironed 

61 


11 

Keeps its shape 

58 


26 

Lasts a long time 

54 


11 

Does not wrinkle easily 

51 


20 

Feels comfortable on skin 

50 


70 

Does not discolor or fade 

45 


IS 

Attractive colors 

39 


77 

Does not burst into flames easily 

39 


7 

Does not stain easily 

35 


11 

Inexpensive 

34 


4 

Dries fast 

29 


8 

Does not cling 

23 


23 

Easily altered or mended 

22 


5 

Made of certain fiber 

12 


3 

Don't know 

* 


1 

None 

4 


7 



•--Number — 



Cases 

1,308 


1,308 


*Less than 1 percent. 
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Question 15 and 16: "... Please tell me which of these would be most important to 

you in buying her tops or blouses." "Now, we'd like you to think of these charac- 
teristics from (girl's name) point of view. Please tell me which of these would be 
most important to her in spring and summer tops or blouses . " (Asked only of mothers 
who said their girls wore tops or blouses in the spring and summer.) 


Characteristics 
most important to ; 



Mothers 


Girls 


— 

■ -Percent — 


Machine washable 

85 


10 

Permanent press 

67 


9 

Keeps its shape 

61 


28 

Does not have to be ironed 

60 


11 

Feels comfortable on skin 

56 


74 

Dobs not wrinkle easily 

55 


20 

Does not discolor or fade 

46 


16 

Attractive colors 

46 


81 

Lasts a long time 

43 


9 

Does not burst into flames easily 

39 


7 

Does not stain easily 

37 


10 

Inexpensive 

33 


4 

Dries fast 

30 


8 

Does not cling 

27 


27 

Easily altered or mended 

17 


3 

Hade of a certain fiber 

13 


2 

Don’t know 

* 


1 

None 

* 


2 

Cases 

1,301 

--Number' — 

— 


*Less than 1 percent. 
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Question 15 and 16: ”... Please tell me which of these would be most important to 

you in buying her dresses.” "Now, we'd like you to think of these characteristics 
from name) point of view. Please tell me which of these would be most 

important to her in spring and summer dresses.” (Asked only of mothers who said 
their girls wore dresses in the spring and summer.) 


Characteristics 
most important to : 

Mothers Girls 


Percent 


Machine washable 

82 


9 

Permanent press 

69 


11 

Does not wrinkle easily 

60 


23 

Does not have to be ironed 

57 


10 

Keeps its shape 

55 


26 

Attractive colors 

53 


82 

Feels comfortable on skin 

50 


69 

Does not discolor or fade 

48 


17 

Lasts a long time 

41 


8 

Does not burst into flame easily 

35 


7 

Does not stain easily 

35 


11 

Inexpensive 

31 


3 

Does not cling 

30 


29 

Dries fast 

27 


6 

Easily altered or mended 

21 


4 

Made of a certain fiber 

14 


2 

Don't know 

1 


1 

None 

* 


2 


1,149 

--Number — 

1,149 
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Question 15 and 16; "... Please tell me which of these would be most important to 

you in buying her nightwear." "Now, we'd like you to think of theie“charact eristics 
from (girl's name) point of view. Please tell me which of these would be most 
important to her in spring and summer nightwear." (Asked only of mothers who said 
their girls wore nightwear in the spring and summer.) 


Character! sties 
most important to : 



Mothers 


Girls 


— 

-Percent-— 


Machine washable 

81 


9 

Feels comfortable on skin 

70 


79 

Does not have to be ironed 

47 


7 

Does not burst into flames easily 

42 


8 

Lasts a long time 

42 


9 

Permanent press 

41 


7 

Keeps its shape 

33 


16 

Inexpensive 

31 


3 

Does not cling 

30 


28 

Does not wrinkle easily 

30 


11 

Attractive colors 

29 


69 

Does not discolor or fade 

29 


10 

Dries fast 

27 


7 

Does not stain easily 

20 


6 

Made of a certain fiber 

14 


2 

Easily altered or mended 

13 


2 

Don't know 

* 


1 

None 

1 


3 

Cases 

1,296 

-Number 




*Less than 1 percent. 
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Quf-tion 17 "nould >oii Iip 
(or nke) for hin’" 


\)1 notlter^ of bo)"! 2-13 

Age of bo> 

2-S 

ft-10 

11-13 

laiil' Jiicoie 
Lo><er 
Middle 
Upper 

CorL-iunity size 
Metropolitan 
Urban 
Pural 


IS very interested, f<iir!y interested, oi not veiy inteiostecl in what kinds of clothes you 



Very 

fairly 

Not very 

Don't 

Cases 

interested 

interested 

interested 

know 

1,407 

10 

33 

26 

1 


.}d7 

28 

32 

39 

} 

'iOS 

40 

36 

24 

h 

395 

S4 

31 

M 

1 


330 

39 

28 

.32 

1 

418 

37 

35 

28 


469 

46 

35 

19 



S43 

41 

3.3 

25 

1 

595 

41 

32 

27 

« 

269 

36 

38 

26 

• 


‘Less than 1 percent 


Question 18. "All in all, how much say does he have in what kinds of clothes you get (or mnkol for liim , . 




Cos es 

Quite 
d bit 


Only a 
little 


No say 
at all 

Kot sure 



Number 

1 ,407 







All not hers of boys 2-13 


40 


36 


23 

1 

Age of boy 

2-5 

o-lO 

11-13 


447 

565 

395 

20 

41 

60 


33 

43 

.32 


46 

16 

7 

1 

Fanily income 
lower 

Middle 

Upper 


330 

418 

469 

35 

38 

47 


35 

41 

32 


28 

20 

20 

2 

COBOTunity size 

Metropolitan 

Urban 

Rural 


543 

595 

269 

40 

40 

38 


3.5 

35 

42 


22 

25 

19 

3 

1 

1 

‘Loss than 1 percent. 









Question 19; "How often does he go shopping with you to select 

clothes 

. , ?" 






Cases 

Usual ty 

Occasion, illy 


iti frequently 

srtif'jruir 


Number 








All mothers of boys 2-13 

1,407 

42 


29 


18 


n 

Age of boy 

2-5 

6-10 

11-13 

447 

565 

395 

41 

34 

53 


25 

.31 

30 


18 

21 

il 


i(> 

11 

(, 

Family income; 
lower 

Middle 

Upper 

33D 

418 

469 

37 

47 

42 


26 

29 

30 


22 

16 

20 


15 

H 

ft 

Community size. 

Metropolitan 

Urban 

Rural 

S43 

595 

269 

40 

45 

38 


28 

28 

33 


21 

U) 

21 


11 

SI 

ft 
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Question 20: ’’What problems, if any, have you had in shopping for clothes for him?" 


All mothers Age of boy 



of boys 2-13 

2-5 

Percent-- 

6-10 

11-13 

No problems 

32 

35 

33 

28 

Problems 

68 

65 

67 

72 

Size problems (general) 

limited style selections/finding 

20 

18 

20 

22 

the right style 

15 

13 

14 

18 

Clothes for tall or thin child 

14 

12 

15 

16 

Clothes for husky child 

8 

6 

7 

11 

Clothing is expensive 

Sizes don't run true/size 

7 

7 

9 

5 

inconsistencies 

7 

9 

7 

5 

Clothes that are not durable 

6 

3 

9 

6 

Child is too short and/or small 

4 

7 

3 

3 

Poor workmanship 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Concern with potential shrinkage 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Parent/child disagreement on styles 

2 

* 

2 

3 

Fabrics that irritate 

1 

1 

* 

1 

Clothes for pre-teens 

1 

* 

■k 

2 

Other mentions 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Not ascertained 

2 

3 

Number--- 

1 

3 

Cases 

1,407 

447 

565 

395 


*L 0 SS than 1 percent. 
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Question 21: ”... Please tell me which clothing items (boy's name) wore this past 
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Question 22: . Hfhat fibers or fiber blends on this list ore (boy *3 name) spring and ’jummer dunsaToo*; or joon*; made of? (Asked only of 

mothers who said their boys wore dungarees or jeans in the spring and summer.) 
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ants made of?” (Asked onl 



70 


*Less than 1 percent 
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Question 24: '^’ow we*d like to know about the finish of his spring and summer clothing » Does ho have dunj 
jeans with a durable or permanent press finish* or without a durable press finish, or does he have both' 
only of mothers who said their boys wore dungarees or jeans in the spring and summer.) 


'St >-H LO 
(N CM (N 


■-H to CM 
CM CM CM 


CM 't O 
CM CM CM 


to rt 
CM CM CM 


C' to to t'' 

CM CM CM i-i 


vo cr» 

CM -H C) 


CM 00 C CM 
r-i rH CM 


i-t O O 
\0 C'' LO 


LO lO to 

sO vO vO 


CO LO CO 
LO \o \o 


CM vO lO 
O vO 


O 00 <3^ 

vO vO 'O lO 


CT» CM 

lO t" 


h' CM I-) 

O I-H >0 

10 IT) to 


C3; 'f to 
i-H LO O 

to lO to 


LO I-H vO 

't o> 
CM to to 


h. to 
o o 
to lO to 


rs to rH o> 
r> ^ 00 

CM to to i-H 


CM to LO 

NX) 00 to 

^ 'f CM 


o CD CD 

o -y 

• • .c rt O 
h O d B 

0) CO no 
45 CCJ fn 
t3 4: n 

O b 


O 

to 

CH O r-l 
O LO rH ( 

I I I— I 
CD CM <43 rH 


c 

fH 

<D 

(D 

0 

6 

45 

> 

0 

■M 0 

0 

0 

0 to 


f 


>H <Tt 

4h CD to 
O T3 I 
COL. 

(D n to 
< 


jrcent . 


Question 24: ”... Does he have slacks or short pants with a durable or permanent press finish, or without a 

durable press finish, or does he have both?” (Asked only of mothers who said their boys wore slacks or short 
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than 1 percent. 
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■Less than 1 p«re«nt. 
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Question 26: "iviiy do you prefer (fiber preferred) for his dungarees or jeans?" (Asked 
only if reported a preference.) 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 
Easy to iron 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

Holds its shape 

Does not wrinkle 

Does not shrink 

Colorfast 

Resists stains 

Other performance and durability mentions 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Other appearance and style mentions 

Comfort and fit 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Fits well 
Cool, absorbent 
Comfortable (general) 

Warm 

Economical 

Easy to mend/sew 

All other mentions 

Don ' t know/no answer 


Cases 


All mothers of boys 2-13 


Polyester 

and 

cotton 


78 

53 

20 

12 

4 
1 

64 

48 

11 

8 

6 

5 
3 


19 

17 

2 


8 

3 

2 

2 

1 


All 

cotton 

- Percent 

38 

12 

23 

7 

1 

1 

73 

70 

4 

* 

2 

3 

2 


6 

5 

* 

1 

9 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 


All 

polyester 


90 

69 

25 

9 

5 

2 

54 

37 

11 

11 

3 

3 

5 

1 

25 

24 

1 


8 

2 

3 

3 

1 


15 2 

* 1 

* 2 - 

2 7- 


Number 


646 319 78 


*Less than 1 percent. 
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Question 26: do you prefer (fiber preferred) for his slacks or short pants?' 

(Asked only if reported a preference.) 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 
Easy to iron 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

Holds its shape 

Does not wrinkle 

Colorfast 

Does not shrink 

Resists stains 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Comfort and fit 

Cool, absorbent 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Fits well 

Comfortable (general) 

Warm 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don’t know/no answer 


Cases 


All mothers of- boys 2-13 
Polyester 

and All All 

cotton polyester cotton 




t'ercui 





78 

56 

79 

49 

45 

16 


19 


26 


25 


12 


12 


9 


5 


7 


2 


1 


3 


1 

55 

33 

46 

20 

sa 

49 


15 


14 


6 


10 


13 


1 


5 


4 


3 


4 


2 


2 


2 


3 


3 

24 

23 

35 

34 

12 

12 


2 


1 


1 

9 

3 

16 

3 

24 

15 


2 


3 


4 


2 


7 


1 


1 

' 

3 


3 


- 


- 


1 

1 


2 


7 




- 


3 


2 


2 

— Number 


7 



745 209 179 


*Less than 1 percent. 
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Question 26: "Miy do you prefer (fiber preferred) for his sport shirts?" (Asked only 
if reported a preference.) 


All mothers of boys 2-13 
Polyester 

and All All 

cotton cotton polyester 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 

Easy to iron 

Stains come out easily 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

Holds its shape 

Does not wrinkle 

Colorfast 

Does not shrink 

Resists stains 

Miscellaneous performance and durability 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Comfort and fit 

Cool, absorbent 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Comfortable (general) 

Pits well 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don’t know/no answer 


Cases 


80 

58 

19 

12 

5 

1 


47 

28 

9 

9 

7 

5 

2 


29 

25 

5 

13 

4 

3 

3 

3 

1 


3 


• Percent 

45 

15 

21 

13 

1 

1 

1 

39 

25 

7 

1 

5 
3 
3 
2 

17 

17 

1 

34 

20 

9 

6 
1 

7 

2 

10 

-Number- 


83 

60 

22 

11 

8 

1 


43 

22 

8 

11 

5 

2 

3 


32 

23 

10 

18 

6 

1 

4 

7 

1 


3 


794 227 150 


*Less than 1 percent. 


87 



Question 26: "Why do you prefer (fiber preferred) for his pajamas?" 
preference. ) 


(Asked only if reported a 


All mothers of boys 2-13 


All 

cotton 


Polyester 

and 

cotton 


•Percent* 


Comfort and fit 
Cool, absorbent 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Comfortable (general) 

Warm 

Does not cling 
Fits well 
Lightweight 

Other comfort and fit mentions 
Care and laundering 
Easy to wash 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 
Easy to iron 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 

Colorfast 

Holds its shape 

Does not shrink 

It is not flammable 

Does not wrinkle 

Other performance and durability mentions 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Economical 

All other mentions 


62 


29 


31 


26 


28 

17 

12 

9 

3 

1 

1 

1 


19 

9 

6 

2 

* 


21 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


72 


40 


15 


7 

11 

9 

1 

1 

2 


14 

SI 

10 

6 

1 


23 

4 

6 

6 

A 

11 

1 


14 

1 


Don't know/no answer 


11 


-Number* 


Cases 


641 


382 


♦Less than 1 percent. 
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Community size; 452 

Metropolitan 433 

Urban 235 

Rural 
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Urban 


Question 28: "Why do you prefer (knit/woven) fabric for his dungarees or jeans?" 
(Asked only if reported a preference.) 


P e r formal! ce , durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 
Holds its shape 

Does not pick, snag, pull, or run 
Does not shrink 
Does not wrinkle 

Other performance and durability mentions 
Care and laundering 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to dry 

Other care and laundering mentions 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Other appearance and style mentions 

Comfort and fit 

Cool, absorbent, absorbs moisture 
Comfortable (general) 

Fits well 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Flexible, moves with the body 
Other comfort and fit mentions 

Economical 
Easy to mend/sew 
All other mentions 

Don't know/no answer 


Cases 


*Less than 1 percent. 


All mothers of boys 2-13 
Woven Knit 


Percent 


80 


45 


52 

21 

15 

3 

1 

1 


25 

11 

2 

6 

4 


12 


40 


5 

4 

4 

1 

1 


14 

12 

19 

2 

1 


6 


16 


5 

1 

1 


15 

1 


6 


2 

1 

1 

1 

* 

1 


S 

1 

1 

10 


41 


1 

2 

10 

1 

27 


2 

4 


Number 


788 


157 
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Question 28: "Why do you prefer (knit/woven) fabric for his slacks or short pants?" 
(Asked only if reported a preference.) 


All mothers of boys 2-13 


Woven Knit 


Percent 


Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 
Holds its shape 

Does not pick, snag, pull, or run 
Does not shrink 
Does not wrinkle 

Care and laundering 

Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to dry 

Other care and laundering mentions 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Other appearance and style mentions 

Comfort and fit 

Cool, absorbent, absorbs moisture 
Fits well 

Comfortable (general) 

Does not cling 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Flexible, moves with the body 
Other comfort and fit mentions 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don’t know/ no answer 


Cases 


73 


39 


39 

26 

15 

5 

2 


19 

14 

1 

2 

8 


17 


38 


7 

5 

4 

1 

1 


12 

11 

17 

2 

1 


14 


38 


13 

1 

1 


36 

2 

1 


9 


31 


3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

11 

3 

* 

1 

15 

1 


6 

1 


1 

* 


10 


6 


•Number^- 


577 


384 


*Less than 1 percent. 
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Question 28; "\'{hy do you prefer (knit/woven) fabric for his sport shirts?" (Asked 

only if reported a preference.) 


Care and laundering 

Requires little or no ironing 
Easy to wash 

Easy to care for (general) 

Easy to dry 

Other care and laundering mentions 
Comfort and fit 
Fits well 

Flexible, moves with the body 
Comfortable (general) 

Soft, feels good, does not irritate 
Cool, absorbent, absorbs moisture 
Does not cling 

Performance, durability 

Long lasting, durable, wears well 
Holds its shape 
Does not wrinkle 
Does not shrink 

Does not pick, snag, pull, or run 
Other performance and durability mentions 

Appearance and style 

Looks nice, neat, dressy 

Comes in pretty colors and patterns 

Economical 

All other mentions 

Don't know/no answer 


All mothers of boys 2~13 
Knit Woven 


Percent 


48 


20 


25 

15 

13 

2 


6 

6 

7 

2 

1 


35 


19 


12 

11 

8 

3 

3 

* 


5 

1 

4 

2 

9 

1 


29 


53 


13 

11 

5 

2 

1 


21 

25 

1 

5 

7 

1 


29 


26 


25 

4 


25 

2 


1 

6 


3 

2 


6 


9 


Cases 


*Less than 1 percent. 


Number^ 

459 442 
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Question 29: ”Do you prefer his spring and sunmer sport shirts to be made with a durable or permanent press 
or without a durable press finish?" (Asked only of mothers who said their boys wore sport shirts in the ; 
and summer.) 
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Question 30 and 31: "... Please tell me which of these would he most 

important to you in buying his dungarees, slacks, or short pants. ’’ "Now, 
we*d like you to think of these characteristics from (boy's name) point of 
view. Please tell me which of these would be most important to him in 
spring and summer dungarees, slacks, or short pants." (Asked only of 
mothers who said their boys wore dungarees, slacks, or short pants in the 
spring and summer.) 


Characteristics 

most important to; 

Mothers Boys 


Percent 


Machine washable 

Permanent press 

Does not have to be ironed 

Lasts a long time 

Keeps its shape 

Feels comfortable on skin 

Does not wrinkle easily 

Does not discolor or fade 

Does not burst into flames easily 

Attractive colors 

Does not stain easily 

Inexpensive 

Dries fast 

Easily altered or mended 

Does not cling 

Made of a certain fiber 

Don't know 

None 


Cases 


88 

6 

67 

8 

65 

7 

62 

10 

59 

20 

51 

73 

50 

14 

41 

13 

36 

6 

35 

63 

33 

8 

31 

2 

27 

6 

20 

2 

18 

20 

13 

2 

* 

3 

1 

6 


•Number 


1,399 1,399 


*Less than 1 percent. 
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Question 30 and 31: “ . . . Please tell me which of these would be most 

important to you in buying his sport shirts.*' "Now, we'd like you to thin 
of these characteristics from (boy's name) point of view. Please tell me 
which of these would be most important to him in spring and summer sport 
shirts." (Asked only of mothers who said their boys wore sport shirts in 
the spring and summer.) 


Characteristics 
most important to; 


Mothers 


Boys 


Percent 


Machine washable 

Permanent press 

Does not have to be ironed 

Keeps its shape 

Feels comfortable on skin 

Does not wrinkle easily 

Lasts a long time 

Attractive colors 

Does not discolor or fade 

Does not burst into flames easily 

Does not stain easily 

Inexpensive 

Dries fast 

Does not cling 

Easily altered or mended 

Made of a certain fiber 

Don’t know 

None 


Cases 


*Less than 1 percent. 


85 

7 

69 

8 

63 

6 

58 

20 

55 

74 

52 

17 

47 

7 

47 

70 

45 

14 

34 

6 

32 

7 

28 

1 

27 

6 

23 

23 

14 

2 

13 

2 

1 

2 

* 

5 


— l^umber — ■ — 

1»324 1^324 
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Question 30 and 31: ” , . . Please tell me which of these would be most 
important to you in buying his pajamas.” "Now, we'd like you to think of 
these characteristics from (boy's name) point of view. Please tell me 
which of these would be most important to him in spring and summer pajamas." 
(Asked only of mothers who said their boys wore pajamas in the spring and 
summer . ) 


Characteristics 

most important to: 

Mothers Boys 


Percent 


Machine washable 

Feels comfortable on skin 

Lasts a long time 

Does not have to be ironed 

Does not burst into flames easily 

Permanent press 

Keeps its shape 

Inexpensive 

Does not discolor or fade 
Attractive colors 
Does not wrinkle easily 
Dries fast 
Does not cling 
Does not stain easily 
Made of a certain fiber 
Easily altered or mended 
Don't know 
None 


Cases 


80 

5 

69 

79 

44 

7 

44 

4 

41 

S 

40 

4 

33 

11 

28 

1 

28 

7 

27 

50 

26 

8 

23 

4 

23 

22 

16 

3 

11 

1 

10 

1 

* 

3 

1 

7 


Number 


1,190 1,190 


^Less than 1 percent. 
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j 

I Question 54: *'How are the diapers usually washed — by a diaper service, or do 
you wash them yourself?" (Asked only of mothers who indicated using cloth 
diapers for their infants.) 


Wa^h them Diaper 


Cases 

myself service 

Number 

Percent 


All mothers of children under 2 

322 

93 

7 

Age of mother: 

Under 30 

221 

91 

9 

30-39 

90 

94 

6 

40 and over 

8 

100 

- 

Family income: 

Lower 

101 

93 

7 

Middle 

117 

92 

8 

Upper 

67 

91 

9 

Education of mother: 

Less than high school graduate 

80 

94 

6 

High school graduate 

148 

95 

5 

Some college or more 

89 

88 

12 

Region : 

Northeast 

68 

90 

10 

North Central 

90 

93 

7 

South 

118 

93 

7 

West 

46 

93 

7 

Community size: 

Metropolitan 

109 

86 

14 

Urban 

148 

94 

6 

Rural 

65 

100 

- 
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and Phrases describe your opinioT. about all cott sE; 


uo^UTdo OM 
SOtJtUTJM 
XfTSBO ai^lUTJM lOU sao(] 
pauoiT aq oa sbh 
pauoJT aq oa sAcq aou saoQ 

/{Tsca suteas 

Xi^sBo uteas aou sooq 
sjoioosip 'sapBj 
aoioosip ‘apBj aou soofl 
XnsBa souinij oaut s-afaJOH 
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Question 55: , Which of these words and phrases describe your opinion about all nylon'^" 
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Question 55 . ”... Which of these words and phrases describe your opinion about all polyester’' 
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Question 36 and 37: "What kinds o£ information, if any, is presently on the 
tags, wrappers, or labels of children’s clothing?" "What kinds of informa- 
tion not presently available, if any, do you think should be on tags or 
labels of children’s clothing?" \J 


Information already Information not available 
on labels but should be 


Percent 


Washing/cleaning instructions 84 12 

Fabric content 61 5 

Size 43 7 

Ironing instructions/permanent 

press information 28 3 

Name of manufacturer/brand name 19 

Drying instructions 16 3 

Information on flammability 9 21 

Information on shrinkage 8 15 

Information on colorfastness 6 9 

Price 5 

Country of manufacturer 4 

Guarantee of durability 2 2 

How to care for them (general) 2 

Union label 1 

Information on staining ~ 2 

Allergy information - 2 

Does not read labels 1 

Other mentions 3 3 

None/don't know of any 2 34 


Number 


Cases 


2,161 


2,161 


6 percent of the respondents indicated that tags should be more firmly 
attached; 8 percent of them said that labels are satisfactory as they are. 
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Question 38: "Pm going to give you cards listing different combinations of cotton and other fibers. 

conslieF the^firft^ca?d^°H^"°'^ you think of the combination as cotton or as a blend. Now let's 
consider the first card, do you consider that cotton or blend?" 



50 percent or 




less cotton 

50 or less cotton 



presented first 

presented last 

Total 





50 percent or less cotton- 50 or 




more some other fiber 




Cotton 

7 

2 

5 

Blend 

Don't know 

88 

5 

93 

5 

90 

5 

60 percent cotton 




Cotton 

25 

10 

18 

Blend 

71 

85 

77 

Don't know 

4 

5 

5 

70 percent cotton 




Cotton 

37 

22 

30 

Blond 

58 

72 

65 

Don't know 

5 

C 

5 

80 percent cotton 




Cotton 

47 

42 

45 

Blend 

48 

52 

50 

Don't know 

5 

6 

5 

90 percent cotton 




Cotton 

56 

57 

57 

Blend 

40 

38 

39 

Don't know 

4 

5 

4 









Cases 

1,101 

1,060 

2,161 


Question 39 and 40; "Which fibers or blends 
flame easily?" 

would you say flame easily?" "Which 

do you 

think do not 


Do not 

Flame easily flame easi 

■IL 


.percent-- 


... 

100% rayon 

53 

13 


100% synthetic (nylon, polyester, etc.) 

53 

19 


Cotton and synthetic blend 

31 

23 


Wool and synthetic blend 

31 

23 


100% cotton 

29 

39 


100% wool 

27 

44 


None 

1 

6 


Don't know 

14 

20 



Number - 


... 

Cases 

2,161 

2,161 
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Question 41: ”How interested are you in having children’s clothes treated to be flame resistant . 
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Question 42; "Which particular children’s garments are you interested in having 
treated? (Asked only of mothers who said they were "very" or "fairly interested" 
in flame-resistant children's clothing.)" 


All clothing 

All mothers 
very or fairly 
interested 

Percent 

43 

Nightwear 

39 

Shirts, blouses, tops 

18 

Pants, slacks, jeans 

17 

Outerwear 

15 

Play clothes 

12 

Dresses 

10 

Underclothes 

5 

Sweaters 

2 

All other mentions 

5 

Don't know/no answer 

2 

Cases 

Number 

1,912 


Question 43: 
treated?" 
resistant 

"Why do you say you are not too interested in 
(Asked of mothers who said they were "not too 
children's clothing.) 

having children's clothing 
interested" in flame- 


Consider chances of child being 



burned unlikely 

42 


Children are older 

24 


Not effective in open fire 

18 


Never thought about it 

9 


Would cost more 

3 


All other mentions \J 

11 


Don't know/no answer 

6 



Number 


Cases 

192 


1/ No other response was mentioned by as many as 2 percent. 
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( )i L 1 '■'i'* 'I - ”llcU'^ )(Mi or hruo not socu I'hiUb-ui' , t'artih-nLs in (In r.iorc-n 
('hai arc- iriMl'’'! lo ])c Mama res i i aiii V" 


Ai L 

mo I, herb 


Pcreonl 


No, h.un‘ no( brou i’l ajiie- resi oianL 


[f.iniieutb 1)9 

Not siiro 8 

Yo*;, lnn''o seen 33 

Nu mbei* 

Cabcb 2,161 


Quo s l: ion '16: ' 'Wh i ch ]) cir t i cu 1 a r eh i 1 clron ' s garment s hav o you scon 1 i ko h hi s ? ' • 

(Asked only of mothers who said they have seen children’s garments that 
were treated to l)e flame resistant.) 


All 

mothers 

Percent 


N 1 gh t wear 7 5 

llaJlowoen costumes 17 

OuLerv^fcar S 

D)'esses 4 

Sh i r t b , hi ou s e s , 1 op s 3 

Pants, slacks, Jeans 3 

Baby clothes 3 

Al 1 other moiit i ons 4 

Don't know/no answer 6 

Number 

Cases 715 


113 



